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Module Aims  

1. To introduce the anatomy and physiology of reproduction in the mare and stallion. 
2. To consider the effect of modern reproductive techniques on reproductive success. 
3. To investigate equine foaling and early development of the young horse. 
4. To evaluate methods of handling and training of the young horse. 

 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 

 
Critique the factors affecting fertility and reproductive success 
in the mare and stallion. 
 

KS1 KS6 

KS3  

KS4  

 
2 
 

Critique modern reproductive techniques and their success. 

KS1 KS6 

KS3  

KS4  

3 
Evaluate equine foaling and early development in the young 
horse. 

KS1 KS6 

KS3  

KS4  

4 Evaluate methods of handling and training in young horses. 

KS1 KS6 

KS3  

KS4  

Transferable skills and other attributes 
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Study skills, writing skills, presentation skills, ICT skills, independent working and 
communication skills, research skills.  
 

 

Derogations  

None 

 

Assessment:  

Assessment 1:  In-class test: 
Students will answer a series of multiple choice and short answer questions relating to 
equine reproductive anatomy, physiology, fertility and foaling.  An essay question will be 
completed based on early development of the young horse (Learning Outcomes 1, 2, 3). 
 
Assessment 2.  Presentation: 
The presentation will be delivered based on breeding a horse for a specific discipline – the 
presentation will include the following as a minimum breeding aims for the discipline chosen, 
future career aims, mare requirements, choice of stallion, breeding methods (AI, embryo 
transfer, natural covering), costings (Learning Outcomes 3 & 4) 

 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 1,2,3 In-class test 60 90minutes 
2,400 
equivalent 

2 
 

3,4 Presentation 40  1,600 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

This module will be delivered through formal lectures, tutorials, seminar sessions, study days 
and site visits. Practical sessions and laboratory work will be used where appropriate. 
Students will be encouraged to read round the subject and discuss this material during 
tutorial sessions. 

 

Syllabus outline: 

 Anatomy and physiology of the reproductive system in the mare and stallion 

 Reproductive cycles in the mare and stallion 

 Reproductive techniques (natural covering, artificial insemination, embryo transfer) 

 Physiology of pregnancy 

 Foaling preparation 

 Parturition and neonatal care 

 Lactation 

 Growth and development in the foal 

 Handling the young horse 

 Early training of the young horse 
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 Breeding for specific disciplines (choice of mare / stallion, costings, qualities, future 
potential) 
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Reference will be made to contemporary research articles from journals such as: 
 
The Equine Veterinary Journal 
Journal of Equine Veterinary Science 
The Vet Record & In Practice 
The Vet Times 

 
 


